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leases should be fixed beforehand on a consideration of former realisations, to prevent such fraud and encourage the investment of capital in improvements by which the lessees would benefit. No guarantee, however, was to be given for the continuation of leases after their expiration. Orders were issued to prevent ryots being harassed by the collection from them of their dues directly by the hereditary revenue officers, and the payment of such dues from the Treasury. This was found, however, impracticable to some extent, as many of these dues consisted of the levy of such things as goats, eggs, and fowls. These levies, already once forbidden in 1826-27, were put a stop to in 1887.
In 1835 a petty tax levied on wood used for propping up plantains and pan trees, and later on, in 1838, a petty tax called slieru, yielding only about Es. 35, and other objectionable taxes, were ordered to be abolished. The system, of giving farms of trees separately from the land in which they were situated was in 1836 ordered to be discontinued. In 1837 a rough revision in a portion of the Sanjan subdivision was sanctioned; in this it was proposed that three liglias of varJcas (waste hill land) should be given rent free to each biyJia of rice-cultivation, to provide grass and brushwood to burn on the latter by way of ash-manure. With this revision the cultivators were reported to be well satisfied.
On a Report submitted in 1838 of the apparently miserable condition of the cultivators in Karanja, who were said to grub all day long at a piece of ground and not to get a meal off it, Government remarked that they were no worse off than other people in the Konkan, with whom the usual terms of rent were the payment of half produce, and declined to have permament cash rates fixed, saying that the real remedy for the condition of the people lay in the settlement of fair commutation rates every year: a small portion of garden land, however, had its assessment lowered from Es. 12 to Es. 6 per Mgha, although one of the usual signs of over-assessment, viz. land lying waste, was absent. In this year the garden rates of Mahim were revised, at a reduction of over Es. 3,000 ; here also Government observed that the usual signs of over-assessment were absent, but sanctioned the revision in obedience to the orders of the Court of Directors that for the existing system one in which, the assessment should be calculated on the